The Skin of Deepnet Explorer

The UI of Deepnet Explorer (DE) consists of two layers. The first layer is provided by the Framework, and the second layer is provided by the Applet that is contained within the Framework. Currently, there are 3 applets available, namely the Web Browser, the New Browser and the P2P Browser.

The language that DE uses to describe its skins is an XML language. Each component has one skin file of its own, namely:

· Deepnet.XML

- The Framework Skin

· WebBrowser.XML
- The Web Browser Skin

· NewsBrowser.XML
- The News Browser Skin

· P2PBrowser.XML
- The P2P Browser Skin

Framework
The following elements in the Framework can be skinned:

· Rebar

· Addressbar

· Systembar

· Rootmenu

· Menu

· Splash

As illustrated below:
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An example of Deepnet.XML

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<skin version="1.0">


<splash background="splash.bmp"/>


<!--mode value: tile/stretch-->


<rebar background="" backcolor="" mode=""/>


<addressbar bitmap="addressbar.bmp"/>



<systembar bitmap="syswinbar.bmp"/>



<rootmenu>

<hot background="" mode="" backcolor="" textcolor="#000000" borderwidth="1,1,1,1" bordercolor="#F5F4F4, #A6A5A5,#A6A5A5,#F5F4F4"/>

<active background="" mode="" backcolor="#FBC4BF" textcolor="#000000" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#858585"/>

<normal background="" mode="" backcolor="" textcolor="#504E4E" borderwidth="0" bordercolor=""/>



</rootmenu>


<menu>





<sidebar backcolor="#D7D7D7"/>



<!--style value: solid/dash/dot/dashdot/dashdotdot/null/insideframe/-->



<seperator color="#0000FF" style="dashdotdot" width="1"/>

<active textcolor="#FFFFFF" backcolor="#A25200" bordercolor="#FFFFFF" borderwidth="1,1,1,1"/>



<normal textcolor="" backcolor="#FFFFFF"/>



<disabled textcolor="" backcolor=""/>




</menu>




</skin>

Web Browser
The following elements in the Web Browser can be skinned:

· Toolbar

· Tabbar

· Tab

· Statusbar

As illustrated below:
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An example of WebBrowser.XML

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<skin version="1.0">


<tabbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch"/>

<statusbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch" bitmap="web_statusbar.bmp"/>



<toolbar large="web_tool24.bmp" small="web_tool16.bmp"/>


<tab>

<active background="" mode="" backcolor="#C1C1C1" textcolor="#000000" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#858585"/>

<normal background="" mode="" backcolor="#A1A1A1" textcolor="#504E4E" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#F5F4F4, #C1C1C1,#A6A5A5,#C1C1C1"/>


</tab>

</skin>
News Browser

The following elements in the News Browser can be skinned:

· Toolbar

· Tabbar

· Tab

· Statusbar

· Readingbar

As illustrated below:
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An example of NewsBrowser.XML
<?xml version="1.0"?>

<skin version="1.0">


<tabbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch"/>

<statusbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch" bitmap="news_statusbar.bmp"/>



<toolbar large="news_tool24.bmp" small="news_tool16.bmp"/>


<readingbar background="" bitmap="readingpane.bmp"/>


<tab>

<active background="" mode="" backcolor="#C1C1C1" textcolor="#000000" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#858585"/>

<normal background="" mode="" backcolor="#A1A1A1" textcolor="#504E4E" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#F5F4F4, #C1C1C1,#A6A5A5,#C1C1C1"/>


</tab>



</skin>
P2P Browser

The following elements in the P2P Browser can be skinned:

· Toolbar

· Tabbar

· Tab

· Statusbar

· Minibar

As illustrated below:
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An example of P2PBrowser.XML
<?xml version="1.0"?>

<skin version="1.0">


<minibar background=""/>


<tabbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch"/>

<statusbar background="" backcolor="" mode="stretch" bitmap="p2p_statusbar.bmp"/>



<toolbar large="p2p_tool24.bmp" small="p2p_tool16.bmp"/>


<tab>

<active background="" mode="" backcolor="#C1C1C1" textcolor="#000000" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#858585"/>

<normal background="" mode="" backcolor="#A1A1A1" textcolor="#504E4E" borderwidth="1" bordercolor="#F5F4F4, #C1C1C1,#A6A5A5,#C1C1C1"/>


</tab>



</skin>
Get Started

If you would like design a skin for DE, the best place to start with is to take a look at the default skin. The default skin is located at:


\\Pogram Fles\Deepnet Explorer\Skin\Default
Name Your Skin

Each skin has a name. The name of a skin is the same as the name of the folder into which all skin files to be installed.
Install Your Skin

To install your skin, firstly create a folder underneath the folder:

\\Pogram Fles\Deepnet Explorer\Skin

And then copy all of skin files including the XML and graphic files into the folder. 
Preview Your Skin
DE provides a facility for users to preview skins before applying them. For a skin to be preview-able, you need to include an image file that is called by one of the following names:

preview.gif

preview.jpg

preview.bmp

preview.tif
To preview and to change skin, select “Tools | Customise” from the main menu, and then select “Skin” from the list of options. 
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